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Jan Thrower
My Sister, My Friend

BY BETH MAYCUMBER

How can a Heart So GOOD Stop Beating?
How can a Heart So Fair Stop Beating?

How can a Heart So Sweet Stop Beating?
How can a Heart with such Forgiveness stop Beating?

I miss you Mom, but I Take comfort in knowing that you are Celebrating a "LIFE WELL LIVED”

Debbie Rhoads

During introductions at the !rst team meeting we are asked why we serve in Kairos. My 
answer is always the same, “Because Jan Thrower asked”. In fact, that is the same answer 
most team members gave on that !rst women’s Kairos in Georgia some twenty years ago. 
Jan led that weekend at Hardwick SP with a full team plus some. It seems no one could say 
no to Jan‘s gentle request to serve God in Kairos. That was the !rst of many Kairos 
weekends she and I would serve on together. It was an amazing journey. Jan often said I 
was her mentor, but I always knew she was the one who gave me "ight.

She taught by example how to be a servant leader. She planned out the weekend and 
was prepared for any scenario. You could rest assured that every t was crossed and every i 
was dotted, and if controversy arose, Jan had a special gift of being able to calm and quiet 
the storm. Her desire to unite was strong and she brought us together by reminding us of 
the one thing we all have in common, Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.

Jan was a true pioneer in the Kairos Ministry. Not only did she lead the !rst woman’s 
Kairos weekend in Georgia, she was the !rst women to chair the Georgia State Committee. 
In those days, Kairos was not so well known within the prison system, so Jan would travel 
around the state knocking on prison doors, telling wardens and chaplains about the 
ministry. When she took o#ce, Kairos was only active in a few prisons in Georgia, but when 
she left o#ce three years later, we were serving in over !fteen prisons here. Many thought 
we were growing too fast, that we did not have the money or the volunteers, but there 
was no slowing her down. Jan forged ahead trusting that God would provide whatever 
was needed. Today, Kairos is serving in over twenty !ve prisons in Georgia and we no 
longer knock on their door. They are knocking on the door of Kairos asking for the ministry 
in their prison.
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The last ten years Jan spent coordinating AKT trainings for Georgia and Florida. She 
touched the lives of thousands of Kairos volunteers from all over the country, and was 
loved by all. She never tired of hearing about what was happening in Kairos. She would 
ask every time we were together. 

The name Jan Thrower is still being mentioned at team meetings today as the person 
who brought volunteers to Kairos. If we could all be more like her, our teams would be full 
and we would be serving in every prison in Georgia.  She moved the ministry light-years 
ahead during her time with us, and she will be sorely missed.  I know upon entering 
heaven Jan heard, “WOW, job well done my good and faithful servant”.

Jan’s family would like to thank all of you for your kind expressions of love and 
sympathy at this time of loss. It is by the grace of God and your loving support that we will 
continue on.

Jan Thrower was one of the “Pioneers” of Georgia Kairos. No one worked harder 
for the success of this ministry. She was loved and respected by all. We asked 
two of her many friends from “way back”, Tom Liner and Carol Crankshaw, for 
their remembrances. You!ll find them on the next two pages.

—The Editor



4

Jan Thrower was a friend to a lot of us in the 
Kairos ministry and certainly a servant of our Lord. 
The old timers will remember that she was one of 
the ones instrumental in getting Kairos started in 
Georgia. That was at Stone Mountain #1 in 1985. It 
also was a little before my time. It would be 
another decade before I met her and came under 
her considerable in"uence. She and her husband Al 
were always serving and always smiling and always 
encouraging.

The lady could be pushy when it came to 
Kairos. I pray you will indulge me in two personal 
memories of her. Spring 1998, I cannot remember if 
it were she or Harold Brown who called to tell me it 
was time for me to pray about being rector at Lee 
C.I. in the fall. Kairos was active in only four prisons 
in Georgia, and that is the way the state committee 
operated. That summer it was Jan who called to tell 
me that I was going to Rector Training somewhere 
over in the piney woods in South Alabama. It’s 
called AKT now, and we had not done that before. I 
did not want to go, and I told her so. She told me, 
“Yes, Tom, you need to go.” I went.

For that, and for more favors than I can list or 
remember, I am grateful to that lady. It was a 
simple and profound experience led by a man 
named Bill Enter, who did all of the Rector Training 
for Kairos then. I shall never forget it. If you have 
had the honor of making an AKT weekend, you 
know what I mean.

Jan called me another time and asked a favor 
that surprised me, and this time just because I was 
handy. She had an appointment with the warden 
at Autry State Prison between Camilla and Pelham 
and wanted me to join her there for the initial 
interview to get Kairos started in that prison. No 
arguing this time. Of course, I went. 

That was the !rst time I sat in on a meeting 
with a warden when the Institutional Agreement 
was explained. Jan drove a considerable distance 
for that conversation. She put in a lot of miles 
behind the wheel for Kairos over the years. I do not 
remember the name of that warden at Autry; she 
was a lady and a tough one in a tough job. She 
wanted Kairos in her prison, and I had more than 
one occasion to remember how thoroughly, kindly, 
and joyfully Jan discussed Kairos with her. 
Whatever Jan did, she was thorough, kind, and, 
most of all, joyful.

Jan did serve on Kairos teams, and those are 
the weekends we all look forward to.  But my guess 
is that most of her service for Kairos was doing the 
necessary and largely unnoticed things that have 
to be done so that we can have Kairos weekends.  
She drove a lot of miles and helped a lot of people.  
She did “the most humble tasks” and rejoiced in 
“the good performed by others.”  We remember her 
with gratitude.

Like all of you who came under her in"uence, I 
shall miss her.

BY TOM LINER

The lady could be pushy when 
it came to Kairos.
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Since I heard of Jan’s passing I have been 
thinking about how God wove her into the 
tapestry of my life. We went to the same church in 
Jacksonville, same church when we lived in 
Brunswick, and she visited my church when I lived 
in Savannah. We went to baseball games and 
worked in Weight Watchers together. (She had lost 
over 100 pounds and became a leader with more 
than 100 people attending her meetings each 
week.) 

When I reluctantly went to Cursillo, I took heart 
at seeing that Jan was on the team. When I 
returned home and joined a reunion group, there 
was Jan! When she called and said the Lord had 
told her to invite me on the team she would be 
leading on Women’s Walk to Emmaus #2 in 
Augusta, I had to say “yes”. When she said the Lord 
told her to give me a talk, I hesitated because I had 
never given a talk before, but I said “yes.” 

In 1993 Jan called and invited me to be on her 
team for the !rst Women’s Kairos weekend at 
GWCI. Of course by now, I automatically said “yes” 
when Jan asked me to do something. We began 
team meetings, but took a break to tour Israel with 
a group that included some other members of the 

Kairos team. I think the trip was signi!cant because 
we were more bonded and ready to go into the 
prison at Hardwick. The weekend was amazing and 
we brought Christian fellowship to a place where it 
had never been before. Later she was instrumental 
in adding Pulaski to the Kairos fold and she 
oversaw the entire operation. She lined up the 
leaders (I had #6) and made sure the reunions and 
retreats went smoothly. By then she had been 
serving on the State Committee, of which she 
served as Chairman.

Everything Jan undertook was successful. She 
was truly led by the Holy Spirit and He, only, knows 
how many souls came to Him through Jan’s e$orts. 
She drove all over the State talking to prisons 
about Kairos wearing out several automobiles and 
countless tires! She was convincing and 
determined.  Kairos of Georgia will always be 
indebted to Jan Thrower. I have spoken with 
several friends and we all agreed that Jan changed 
our lives forever by inviting us into the prison 
ministry. 

I’ll miss you, my friend! Rest in Peace and enjoy 
being in the presence of the One you served!

BY CAROL CRANKSHAW

When Jan asked, 
people said ‘Yes’
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Emanuel #1 – Robin Kersey

Kairos #1 at Emaunel Women’s Facility on 
September 13–16, 2012 could not have gone any 
better.  We had 18 participants (all we have room 
for in our facility) and I believe each of them was 
changed by the love and forgiveness of God shown 
to them by the team of 21 servants and eight 
residents angels.  We had several self-proclaimed 
“hard-headed” participants at one table family who 
bonded beautifully by Friday afternoon.  The 
presence of God was felt the whole weekend by all.  
Warden Grant and Chief Counselor Ayeni attended 
the cross ceremony and the closing and had very 
positive comments.  Senator Jack Hill also attended 
the closing.  Praise be to God for HIS Emanuel 
Kairos #1.

Smith #2 – Ralph Roling

“For where two or three gather in my name, there 
am I with them”.  And He was. Great excitement and 
and anticipation of what was to come was on 
everyone’s mind as we gathered at the prison on 
Thursday afternoon. A selected group of volunteers 
entered Smith earlier in the day to carry in the 
weekend supplies and materials needed as well as 
a crew to transform Smith’s gymnasium into our 
community room and chapel. We learned from our 
!rst Kairos that we needed to enlarge the size of 
the community room, so everyone could have 
more “elbow room”.  And with the record breaking 
May temperatures we experienced in the un-air 
conditioned gymnasium it turned out to be a good 
decision. While the heat and the Georgia gnats 
were certainly a bother, nothing could distract the 
volunteers and participants from the presence of 
God this past weekend. Again, like SSP#1 the 

participants arrived earlier than anticipated. This 
time though, because we had already set things up 
in advance, we were ready.  After some confusion 
about participant replacements (transfers), we 
settled down to familiarize ourselves with each 
other. After showing the participants some love 
with the promise of more to come, they were 
dismissed for the evening. Friday came early for us 
all and we greeted the participants with great joy.  
We experienced some problems early on Friday 
with our sound equipment because the gym 
doesn’t have the dedicated electrical circuits to 
handle all the power requirements. After sorting 
those electrical problems out, we played catch-up 
with the schedule until the early afternoon.  God 
has a way of sorting things out though and before 
we knew it we were right back on schedule.  All 
seven family tables bonded well and the posters 
made by the participants after each talk were well 
done.  The poster party was a lot of fun and enjoyed 
by all. Our music leader is a great guitar player and 
the participants as well as the volunteers made a 
joyful noise for the Lord. On Saturday we could 
sense a change come over the participants as the 
Holy Spirit began to make his presence known to 
all of us.  What started on Thursday as  the expected 
apprehension and mistrust by the participants gave 
way to joyous celebration as we all danced and 
"apped our “wings” throughout the community 
room to “I’ll Fly Away” and “Jesus on the Mainline”. 
What a sight to see everyone dance as David 
danced.  Sweat poured o$ us all but no one seemed 
to care. That bonding experience led us into the 
forgiveness ceremony and as each family member 
came forward to toss their forgiveness list into the 
burn pot, that spiritual moment came where God’s 
healing hand touched each man’s heart.  We are 

WEEKEND REPORTS

Continued! 
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blessed to be at a compound where the 
participants can take their “unforgiveness cookies” 
back to their dorms.  It was very hard for the 
outside team to withhold their comforting touch 
when the participants left on Saturday evening to 
experience their own Jacob moments. Sunday 
morning brought a new awareness to the 
participants, they “got” it! Kairos works. They came 
to us on Sunday morning like new men, so totally 
di$erent from the men who came to us on 
Thursday evening. There was laughter instead of 
complaints, there was joy instead of sorrow. Men 
who felt lost now felt part of a loving family, one 
which shared their concerns and problems. As we 
proceeded towards the closing I couldn’t help but 
wonder what these men’s lives would have been 
like had they been shown agape love at an early 
age, and what a$ect that would have made on their 
choices. My own pastor served with us on this 
weekend. His sermon in church on the Sunday 
before the Kairos weekend was based on the truth 
that God does not cause tragedy but allows it to 
happen to reveal His mighty works. Otherwise, we 
would have no free will and be like robots. The free 
will that allowed the participants to make a poor 
choice which landed them in prison was now 
allowing them to receive God’s grace, His mighty 
works revealed to them. At the closing, the music 
leader and I led the participants from the gym into 
the prison’s visitation room. We sang “Jesus, Jesus, 
Can I tell you how I feel” as we entered single !le. 
The entire Kairos inside community as well as the 
outside guests sang the same song as we entered. 
Oh my, what a moving moment in all our lives. You 
know, when a person asks a Kairos volunteer to 
describe the weekend, all we can usually say is 
something abstract like “The food was great” or 
something to that e$ect because those moments 
we encounter, like entering at closing, defy 
description. It’s a God moment, not in the human 
vocabulary. The participants took their 
opportunities at open mike and there were many 

who described feeling what it felt like to be part of 
a loving family for the !rst time in their lives. The 
fourth day speaker described his walk with God 
since his incarceration. Chaplain Hill gave the 
benediction.

Walker #6 – Daryl Mo!tt

Kairos Weekend # 6 at Walker State Prison, Rock 
Spring, Ga. During the recruitment of volunteers 
stage, I came to realize the number of obstacles to 
getting commitments from the men—family 
responsibilities, jobs, involvement in other 
ministries; then at the last minute you have to deal 
with medical issues, death in the family, 
tornadoes ,etc. Ezra is right, you have to keep up 
with the changes. If you get behind, it gets real 
complicated. We ended up with 30 participants and 
32 volunteers. Five tables was my goal. I knew I 
needed at least 10 more volunteers than I was 
going to need by the time of the weekend. So it all 
worked out. I’m so glad God is in control, not 
anyone else!! Then in the training stage, I had to 
deal with getting veteran volunteers to understand 
the importance of attending all the classes for the 
purpose of bonding together as one body in Christ, 
not just learning riverbank stu$. It helps to assign 
veteran volunteers to help you train, get them 
involved, give them responsibilities, and give them 
plenty of advance notice to prepare (again Kairos 
Wisdom helped me ). A lot took advantage of the 
attending 75% of classes rule however. The 
weekend itself went smoothly. No problems. This 
was weekend # 6 at Walker State. The Ad Council 
does its best to improve each weekend as we grow 
in experience and I was so thankful for their input 
as problems arose. I thought we did an excellent 
job of keeping within the riverbanks. Our next 
leader has a reputation for “going by the book ” He 
was always pointing out sentences to me during 
the weekend as observing leader from the red 
manual and I give him credit for keeping us on 
track. It was a mountaintop experience for us all. As 

Continued! 
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Kairos Makes An Eternal Di!erence
By Jack Coderre

Joseph M. attended Kairos #2 at Coastal State Prison in response to urging by 
his daughter Melissa. %I spoke with both of them at a family day hosted by the 
prison in December. Melissa told me she had been trying to reach her father %with 
the salvation message for more than 25 years with little success. She wanted me to 
know that Joseph accepted Jesus Christ as %his Lord and Savior at the Kairos 
weekend, and that was all he wanted to talk about ever since. 

Joseph was faithful in attending the weekly Prayer & Share sessions and Kairos 
reunions at Coastal for months thereafter, always greeting us with a warm smile. %
But then he stopped coming. I discovered he was diagnosed with a malignant, 
non- operable brain tumor, and had been transferred to Augusta for treatment. 

Shortly thereafter Melissa obtained my email address from the state Kairos 
directory and sent me a note letting me know that Joseph's mind had become very 
confused and irrational. Yet miraculously the Lord had provided her a visit when his 
mind was normal and they could share memories together and share the peace of 
the Lord. Joseph passed away a few weeks later and Melissa sent a note expressing 
thanks for the Kairos ministry, noting that she was at peace knowing that her father 
was in heaven with our Lord.

Yes, Kairos makes an eternal di$erence.

far as improvements go — we are trying to do 
better at recruiting Hispanics. We had no outside 
translator this time, so I got permission to use a 
Kairos grad to help us out. We had 3 Hispanic 
participants who did not understand English well, 
but the translator equipment and Hispanic grad 
was a great success. Also we have di#culty 
recruiting blacks up here in northern Georgia for 
some reason. We do very well on denominational 
diversity. And we do well in !nding ministers, 
especially from small churches, to serve. Ministers 
from large churches just don’t have the time, 
especially for all the training time required. We had 
one Muslim as a participant. We made sure he had 

his prayer time and he cooperated with us on our 
schedule. We just emphasized we were all children 
of God and despite our di$erent beliefs, we could 
still respect and love one another as brothers. 
Agape was great. We received lots of wall agape 
from all over the world. One thing that is unique to 
Walker State is we have an inside( Kairos grads) 
agape team that draws posters for other prisons for 
their weekends. They also draw life size pictures 
from scripture on butcher paper to make our 
community room walls, chapel walls, and prayer 
room walls in the gym. They truly turn the gym into 
a “holy place” where men can come to improve 
their relationship with God and their fellow man.
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By Rev Beverly Upperman

AMAZING GRACE

I am so amazed by the GRACE of God! Yes, I am 
truly amazed. I have long understood GRACE to be 
God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense. That, in and of 
itself, is amazing! To think that I have received the 
riches of God because of the price Jesus paid is so 
wonderful. To know and understand the costly price 
Jesus paid for us, and that God loved us so much 
that He received that payment from His own Son, is 
amazing. To comprehend the fact that because 
Jesus was forsaken I am forgiven is amazing. To 
realize that because Jesus was condemned I am 
now accepted is amazing. To think that because His 
Spirit now lives in me I am alive and well…WOW, 
that’s amazing!

And if I wasn’t already amazed at the GRACE of 
God, over these past few months, I have learned 
even more about this amazing GRACE than I ever 
imagined. On July 12th, I received a phone call 
informing me that the paramedics were at my home 
and my husband was not responsive. To make 
matters worse (as if that were possible!), I was away 
in Las Vegas for a Christian Women’s Conference. In 
the moment where I felt most vulnerable, totally 
helpless and literally without strength, I 
experienced God Reaching Around Confusion & 
Engul!ng me with His presence. Amazing GRACE! 
He did not allow me to be overtaken by my 
thoughts, nor give in to the despair that was trying 
to swallow me. God had pre-ordained for three 
powerful, praying sisters to be with me on that trip, 
and in that moment, as they petitioned heaven on 
my behalf, He truly gave me the “peace that passes 
understanding” (Philippians 4:7). Within a matter of 
hours, I was boarding a plane to go home, and 
during that !ve-hour "ight, God allowed me to Get 

Rest Amid Chaotic 
Events that were 
continuing to 
unfold with my 
husband at the emergency room. God was right 
there, o$ering His rest, and I graciously accepted 
that wonderful gift. Amazing GRACE!

During the next four days at the hospital as 
doctors came and went, each time with a declining 
report, and little promise of recovery for my 
husband, I was still able to Get Revived And 
Continually Energized by the Word of God. God 
used His people to show a depth of love and 
compassion to me and my family during this time, 
and I am still in awe of what He has done. His GRACE 
was su#cient when I needed it, and was given to 
me in so many ways. 

And then, on July 16, 2012, by way of a few 
words, my world came to a screeching halt, and life, 
as I knew it, had changed forever. My husband, who 
I had been with since age 15, had gone home to be 
with the Lord. Just one day after our 33rd wedding 
anniversary. Was this really happening to me? Was it 
all a dream? How can this possibly be? God, REALLY, 
are you serious?!?! But once again, I found out that 
God’s Revealed Actions Cause Engagement. In 
those moments of having to say good-bye, and 
walk out of the hospital with my two sons and 
future daughter-in-law, and into a home that would 
never know the presence of the love of my life, I had 
to become actively engaged and in partnership 
with God in order to keep moving. I had to 
remember His promise found in Jeremiah 29:11, 
that His plan for me was good, and not to harm me. 
I had to dig deep and recall Romans 8:28 and know 

Continued! 
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that He was working everything together for my 
good. I had to “launch out into the deep” and trust 
that He would not place on me more than I could 
bear, and know that He was with me always. God's 
Restoration Amidst Challenging Experiences 
literally amazed me! I learned that He truly is close 
to the brokenhearted and saves those who are 
crushed in spirit (Psalm 38:14). His GRACE 
recon!rmed that He heals the brokenhearted and 
binds up their wounds (Psalm 147:3). The GRACE of 
God allowed me to Get Radically And 
Courageously Empowered to receive countless 
visits and calls from friends and family, and take 
care of the necessary details associated with 

planning a homegoing celebration, and !nally 
laying my husband to rest.  Only God’s amazing 
GRACE su#ciently equipped me for that 
monumental task.

And today, my Kairos family, I am still 
experiencing God Repeatedly Anchoring & 
Consuming me Exponentially!  It’s like a snowball 
rolling downhill and keeps getting bigger and 
bigger.  As it rolls, it grows!  That is how I feel about 
God’s GRACE!  As it is rolling over me, it is growing 
over me, and that is AMAZING!!!

Still enjoying this journey with Him,
Beverly Upperman

There are a lot of websites supporting what we do in Kairos, but what website do we go to get what we 
need? %Let's try to clear some of that up.

First if you are a volunteer in Georgia, needing information to help you plan, and conduct your weekend, 
then www.KairosofGeorgia.org is the site for you. %There are additional resources on the www.MyKairos.org 
website, concerning policy and procedures and is designed for volunteers from a national perspective. %If 
you register a weekend on the KairosofGeorgia.org website, then it will automatically be displayed on the 
MyKairos.org website calendar. %You don't need to duplicate the registration. %All Advanced Kairos Training 
(AKT) information on the KairosofGeorgia.org is the same exact information on the MyKairos.org calendar.

Second, www.KPMI.org, www.KairosPrisonMinistryInternational.org, www.KPMIFoundation.org all point to 
our external websites. %This site is designed for folks that know nothing about our ministry and want basic 
information about who we are, what we do, how to get involved, how to give,and where to get more 
information. %Volunteers won't !nd much on these sites that they don't already know. %They are built with 
those people in mind that have not yet been exposed to this ministry.

Third, we have other sites with speci!c purposes in mind:

www.KairosDonor.com – resources for the KairosDonor program.

www.KairosApps.com – The website for the Excellence Initiative reporting.

There is a site coming that you'll order supplies from.

Here's the most important thing to remember: suggestions for improvement are received every day and 
are always welcome. Most are implemented on the spot, so don't be afraid to o$er suggestions.

Kairos Websites: By Lee Turner

http://www.KairosApps.com/
http://www.KairosofGeorgia.org/
http://www.KairosofGeorgia.org/
http://www.MyKairos.org/
http://www.MyKairos.org/
http://www.KPMI.org/
http://www.KPMI.org/
http://www.KairosPrisonMinistryInternational.org/
http://www.KairosPrisonMinistryInternational.org/
http://www.KPMIFoundation.org/
http://www.KPMIFoundation.org/
http://www.KairosDonor.com/
http://www.KairosDonor.com/
http://www.KairosApps.com/
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I attended Kairos #1 at Emanual 

Women’s Facility in September. It 

was both mine and the facility’s first 

Kairos weekend. How can I describe 

such a weekend? I could say it was 

wonderful to serve God in such a 

way – and it was. I could say it was 

an interesting experience – and it 

was; however, I hear that all the 

time and it does not do the weekend 

justice. I was blessed and humbled 

and that only begins to scratch the 

surface. 

I had heard my husband and the 

other men describe the Kairos 

weekends they attended. I had heard 

them pray for each other and the 

inmates and had heard several 

testimonies. I had talked to other 

people who were active in Kairos so 

I thought I knew what to expect. The 

training was thorough and the 

weekend all planned out in the 

manual so I felt as comfortable as I 

could expect to be. I wasn’t that 

nervous because most all the team 

members had been doing inside 

weekends for years so I knew I was 

surrounded by experienced women 

of God. 

Thursday night was great. The 

Ladies were welcomed and for the 

most part seemed glad to be there 

and enjoyed the food. I was a little 

nervous about being a table leader 

and doing a talk; however, I was 

getting used to God putting me in 

these kinds of situations so I wasn’t 

too nervous. He had put me at a 

table with two Kairos veterans and 

they took care of me just fine, as did 

all the others. What I didn’t expect 

was the blessings I received from 

the talks, including my own. I hadn’t 

shared my feelings with anyone 

before and felt a burden being lifted 

from my life. 

Another surprise for me, and a 

blessing for all, was the forgiveness 

ceremony. I don’t think many of the 

Ladies expected anyone to forgive 

them or perhaps to forgive 

themselves and so the emotion in 

the room was incredible. The 

ceremony was a blessing to all who 

participated. 

It was a joy to hear the women 

at my table discuss the Word and to 

see the gratefulness they felt for 

being given the opportunity to learn 

and discuss bible study with clergy. 

I found out during the weekend that 

the facility has no chaplain. Again, I 

was amazed the way God was using 

us to help these women. 

What really knocked my socks 

completely off was the love that was 

shown to these Ladies at Emanuel. I 

expected nothing less from the 

Kairos team members; however, 

what I, and the Ladies, did not 

expect was the amount of Agape 

that was present on this weekend, or 

the out pouring of love from 

complete stranger from all over the 

world. 

The prayer chain with the names 

of all the people who were praying 

for them and the posters that came 

from other prisons and churches was 

the proof of God’s grace and 

unconditional love for them. It was 

almost incomprehensible to them 

and astonishing to me. 

The placemats and decorations 

from children with hand colored 

drawings and words of 

encouragement and love, the letters 

from the team members – all of this 

made Christ real for all of us. 

The closing ceremony was the 

perfect way to end the weekend. The 

Ladies received their crosses and 

some expressed their love for God 

and each other. As the Ladies left for 

their dorms I wondered what they 

would encounter. 

The agape had been torn down 

and we were packing up ready to go 

home. I was exhausted but still on 

the mountain top. They were going 

back to their world to face the reality 

of their situation. I wondered if they 

would begin to rely on God and 

each other’s encouragement and 

what would be waiting, ready to tear 

apart everything they had just 

experienced. 

On that 2 hour trip back home I 

prayed for them more than I had 

prayed for them the entire weekend.

My First Weekend
By Betsy Newton
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The Georgia State Committee met on Saturday, 
September 29, 2012. It was disappointing that 
only !fteen of our twenty four Advisory Councils 
were represented at the meeting.  

Rev. Beverly Upperman opened the meeting for us 
with prayer and devotion. Beverly reminded us 
that although we go through many changes in our 
lifetime, God never changes. We can rest in the 
knowledge that He is the same yesterday, today 
and tomorrow. 

Mike Nix then spoke about Kairos in 2013.  Mike 
warned that if elected State Chair of Georgia, he 
will hold us accountable for keeping Kairos Kairos. 
He will oversee that all reporting is done in a 
timely manner and weekends are being 
conducted within the riverbanks.  Mike was later 
voted in as State Chair for 2013.

Lillian Robinson then introduced herself as the 
new AKT Coordinator for the state of Georgia.  
Lillian will replace Jan Thrower in setting up three 
AKTs a year for the state.  There will be two in 
Forsyth and one in Waverly each year.  Lillian’s 
contact information can be found on the 
kairosofgeorgia.org website. 

Lee Turner then demonstrated the new electronic 
version of the Excellence Initiative. By the end of 
the year this report should be on line and each AC 
will be able to track the progress of their 
weekends. They will be able to see, by charts and 
graphs, if they are meeting the standards set by 
the ministry and compare their weekends to see if 
they are improving weak areas.  Each AC will also 
be able to compare their weekends to the 

standard set by the state of Georgia and by the 
International standards.

Kevin Resnover, Director of Torch Ministries at 
KPMI, spoke to us about Peer to Peer Torch. This is 
a ministry geared to youthful o$enders, age 17 to 
25, who are incarcerated in adult prisons. The 
program allows Kairos graduates within the prison 
to participate in a Torch weekend, by sitting at 
tables, giving talks, and being a vital part of the 
weekend. Kairos volunteers will serve mostly in 
the background. After the weekend, the Kairos 
graduates will mentor the youthful participants, 
by having weekly one on one mentoring sessions. 
This will not only be a great opportunity for the 
young men and women, but also for the Kairos 
graduates.  This is an opportunity for them to give 
back. Kevin advised this program will take heavy 
involvement of the Chaplain and the Warden of 
the institution as they will need to choose the 
mentors for the program.  Anyone who is 
interested in bringing this program to their prison 
will follow the new start procedures found on the 
kairosofgeorgia.org website.

Lee Turner then brought two motions to the "oor 
that the International Council will be voting on at 
their next meeting. The !rst motion will change 
the wording of the KPMI by-laws in three di$erent 
places so as to clarify the relationship between the 
Executive Director and the International Council.  
It does not change what is already in place; it 
simply puts it into the by-laws so that it is clear 
and can be referenced. The second motion would 
change the following:

Continued! 

NOTES: September State Committee Meeting
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Allow for appointment of three Board members 
whose appointment is rati!ed by the IC

De!ne the eligibility for re-election when 
someone serves less than a three-year term

Clarify that the State Chapter Committee term 
limits do not limit an IC Rep's term

Alter the Term Limit of the Chair to allow for two 
terms as Chair

The Georgia State Committee authorized our IC 
reps to vote in favor of both motions.

Leonard Cole reported on the !nancial state of 
the state.  Net income from January 1 through 
September 28, 2012 is $14,412.39. The budget for 
2013 is being developed.

Corrie and Chris Burgett distributed agape. They 
ask that each prison make posters for other 
prisons, but do not specify on the poster, and 
bring them to each state committee meeting to 
exchange with one another. 

Beth Maycumber informed the state committee 
about a bequest that was given to the state of 
Georgia for Torch ministries. The $28,000 will be 
held in the Foundation at KPMI for Torch of 
Georgia.

We then had elections and listed below are the 
o#cers for Kairos of Georgia in 2013.

State Chair – Mike Nix

Vice Chair- Brad Eden!eld

Secretary – Micah Kimler

Int Council Rep 1 – Lee Turner

Int Council Rep 2- Alice Dickerson

Financial Secretary – Leonard Cole

Treasurer – Bill Dixon

Agape – Chris and Corrie Burgett

Outreach and Recruiting – Butch Evans

Clergy Recruiting & Training – Beverly Upperman

Fundraising Coordinator – Cheryl Cole

AKT Coordinator – Lillian Robinson

Kairos Outside Coordinator – Joyce McElroy

Torch Coordinator – Karen Miller

Website Development – Lee Turner

Newsletter Editor – Walt Kessel

Music Coordinator – David Peterson

Meeting was adjourned with prayer.
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