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Greetings and HAPPY HOLIDAYS Kairos of Georgia! @

Look Back as you Look Ahead

The lights are about to go out in 2024, and this year will soon be a distant memory. Can you
believe it has been 12 months since we turned on the lights in 20247 | can, but at the same
time, | can’t! So much has happened this year and there’s not enough paper to recount it all!
However, there is one good news story that encompasses everything that has taken place this
year — GOD HAS BEEN GOOD! Through tests and trials, God has been good! Through ups
and downs, God has been good! Through comings and goings, God has been good! Through
ongoing changes in leadership, God has been good! Through births and deaths, God has been
good! No matter what news we choose to share or focus on, the headliner remains the same,
God has been good!

We are preparing and planning for 2025 as we conduct elections and those transitions that may
result. Kairos of Georgia, | want to issue a challenge to each of us to look back as you look
ahead. | know we have had ongoing challenges and disappointments. | know there have been
canceled and postponed Weekends. | know ‘life has been lifeing’ as they say, and what we
thought would happen did not. But as you look back, see what the Lord has done. As you look
back, may you testify that we’ve come this far by faith, leaning on the Lord! As you look back,
may you be encouraged to look ahead.

As | look back, | see that we have held 22 Weekends this year, two which were the first since
COVID. As | look back, | see that we have continued to hold reunions. As | look back, | see that
we have mentored nine youth in Youth Detention Centers. As | look back, | see that even
though several Advisory Councils have gone inactive, other Advisory Councils have been
strengthened by the support of those volunteers. As | look back, our State continues to thrive
financially. As | look back, | have one story, it is the Lord’s doing and it is marvelous in my eyes!

Looking back has made me excited about looking ahead because Jesus Christ is the same,
yesterday (looking back), today, and forever (looking ahead)! And in this season, as we look
back at the Hope, Peace, Joy and Love that came to us through Jesus, we can look ahead to
this same Hope, Peace, Joy and Love! HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

Beverty

Beverly Upperman, Chair, Kairos of Georgia
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The Song of Mary
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Kairos of Georgia Fall Weekends @

Lee SP #49, 11/14/2024, Mark Collier - It was a great weekend. Everything went well.
Participants expressed how greatly they were touched by God this weekend. | believe that the
weekend had a great impact on all the participants. A weekend that they will never forget and
one that may have changed their eternal destination.

KO Georgia #44, 11/08/2024, Katie Kennebrew - | was excited to be asked to be the Leader for
Kairos Outside of Georgia's Weekend #44. | have loved this ministry since | first came as a
Guest. The Weekend was a blessing for the Guests and the Team. God showed up and did His
work. | thank God for every opportunity we have to serve Him. The Guests were blessed and
we were blessed to serve them.

“The Spirit of the
Sovereign Lord is on me,
because the Lord has
anointed me to proclaim good
news to the poor. He has sent
me to bind up the broken
hearted, to proclaim
freedom for the captives and
release from darkness for the
prisoners, to proclaim the year
of the Lord's favor and the day
of vengeance of our God, to
comfort all who mourn, and
provide for those who grieve in
Zion—to bestow on them a
crown of beauty instead of
ashes, the oil of joy instead of
mourning, and a garment of
praise instead of a
spirit of despair.”
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Kairos of Georgia Fall Weekends (cont’d) @

Atlanta Metro RF #6, 10/17/2024, Harry Booth - God reached into time to control the active
schedule of our weekend. The Holy Spirit guided the team, participants and prison staff to blend
a beautiful experience for our participants. One special moment was seeing a guard drop her
burdens into our forgiveness ceremony. Birthday serenade by the entire group for a
participant's mother for her birthday via telephone. He had chosen to come to Kairos Weekend
in lieu of visitation (with her blessing). Closing visitors of 23, largest group ever at Metro.

Whitworth Detention #15, 10/03/2024, Georgia Phillips - Agape chain was doubled around the
gym and posters filled the walls. The talks triggered some deep healing and forgiveness. The
weekend was full of laughter and holy tears. The Kairos inside team worked together with an
amazing supernatural strength. As the presence of God surrounded the gym, one of the
participants touched every prayer link in awe of the amount of people praying for them. The
tables were engaged starting after the first talk and it just built as the talks went on . The
participants opened up and started wanting Clergy meetings; by Friday afternoon over half the
participants met with Clergy. Agape filled the gym walls. Over half of the participants met with
clergy by Sunday. Lots of laughter and holy tears. Agape is very important . God will send the
team members He equips to be on the weekend . Prayer will keep the team and participants in
a calm mood. Remember it is GOD’S weekend and let Him do His work.

Valdosta SP #49, 9/19/2024, Kenny Smith - It was a great weekend - the Holy Spirit was really
moving strongly throughout the weekend.

Walker #24, 9/19/2024, Peter M Mealus - We surely saw evidence of the work of the Holy Spirit
on this weekend. The first day was complicated by over 3 1/2 hours prison related delays and
interruption of one speaker. The day was completed on time and the talk interrupted was
enhanced by the delay. The forgiveness ceremony was one of the best we have ever had.
Weekend was a success, 1 participant received Christ as his savior and several renewed their
commitments. There is nothing that compares with the impact of this ministry for both the
participants and the team members.

Valdosta SP #50, 10/17/2024, Richard Lee - We had a terrific weekend. We had a number of
residents get up during the open mic period of time and give their life to Christ and testify to the
decision that they had made. it was a really powerful weekend one of the best ones I've ever
been a part of!
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Kairos of Georgia Fall Weekends @

Macon YDC Torch Female #4, 10/18/2024 - Octavia Everett - | must start by saying, the battle
is not ours but it's the Lord! Our team was small but was made up of some of the most
committed, faithful and prayerful servants. Even though our number of participants was small,
we all understood that God provided this special time for those that attended. Once again it was
amazing to see the transformation within the participants from Friday to Sunday. The talks and
mask meditations, guide meetings, games and laughter and prayers, resulting in the openness
and joy of the young ladies and the hopeful expectation for future mentoring. It was such a
blessing to be part of the weekend. God did it again!

Special Thanks to- Chaplain Emily Kelly
for her wwawering support
of Kavivos Torch/!
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The Journey to Bethlehem @

And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar
Augustus that all the world should be registered. So Joseph also went up
from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea to the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem.
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Kairos highlighted at the Atlanta Falcons! @

The Phillips State Prison Kairos community is blessed with many dedicated servants. One of
our standout members is Mike Hampton, a passionate warrior for Christ who lives out the
Gospel of Matthew 25:36 and serves on our Kairos team. Mike was first introduced to the
concept of prison ministry by his son-in-law, Kirk Cousins. Many of you may recognize that
name as the quarterback for our very own Atlanta Falcons.

Mike’s daughter, Julie, first met Kirk at the Georgia vs. Michigan State game after the Outback
Bowl on January 2, 2012. Julie, a University of Georgia alumna, wasn’t too happy that day as
Kirk led Michigan State to a triple-overtime victory with a score of 33-30.
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Kairos of Georgia Highlighted at the Atlanta @

Falcons (cont’d)

Kirk has been involved in prison ministry for years and is always eager to profess his faith and
love for Jesus. The Falcons agreed to donate game tickets each week to some of Kirk’s favorite
charitable organizations. For the game against the New Orleans Saints on September 29th,
Kirk and Julie selected the Kairos Prison Ministry as the highlight organization. The Kairos team
was invited to attend the game as guests of Kirk and the Falcons. In addition, Kirk and Julie
provided a Falcons’ Kirk Cousins jersey with each ticket.

The team had a fantastic time and was honored with recognition on the big screen at
Mercedes-Benz Stadium. It was a wonderful afternoon that not only provided enjoyment but
also gave valuable exposure to the Kairos Prison Ministry in Georgia. By the way, the Falcons
won that game 26-24!

To learn more about Kirk and Julie, visit kirkcousins.org and the Julie & Kirk Cousins
Foundation. Julie and Kirk are passionate about generosity and using their resources to make a
positive impact. As the Bible says in Luke 12:48, “From everyone who has been given much,
much will be required; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, even more will be
expected.” The Julie & Kirk Cousins Foundation is dedicated to transforming worldly resources
into heavenly riches through extravagant generosity.

2019 KC Football Camp Super Bowl LIV Faith Breakfast
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While shepherds watched their flocks by night

Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields keeping
watch over their flock by night. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid.
Then the angel said to them,

”Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all
people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord. And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger.”
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‘Welcome Home, Good and Faithful Servants @(

Sybil Hill, a beacon of faith and love,
passed away peacefully on October 14,
2024, at the age of 85, in Ball Ground,
GA. Born on June 16, 1939, in the Yellow
Creek Community, Sybil's lifelong
dedication to her faith was evident to all
who knew her. A faithful member of Yellow
Creek Baptist Church, Sybil fervently
served the Lord, cherished her church
community, and devoted herself to her
family. Her commitment to spiritual service
shone brightly through her outreach efforts
at Via De Cristo and Kairos Outside
Religious retreats.

Those who knew Sybil will remember her
as a loving and faith-filled individual, as
well as an avid reader who took great joy
in family vacations at the beach. Her
unwavering commitment to her beliefs, her
loving heart, and the care she showed to
others will forever be etched in the
memories of those she touched. Sybil
Hill's legacy is one of unwavering love and
steadfast faith.

Maye Dean Mitchell Gentry, 94, of
Dublin, Georgia, passed away on
October 7, 2024. A beloved educator,
devoted mother, and community pillar,
Maye leaves behind a legacy of love,
service, and unwavering dedication to her
family and community.

Upon retirement, Maye's commitment to
service only grew stronger. She became a
pillar of the Hawkinsville First United
Methodist Church, holding various
leadership positions. Her compassion led
her to volunteer as a hospital "Pink Lady" a
volunteer in the Walk to Emmaus program,
and a supporter of the Kairos Prison
Ministry.

Maye's greatest joy in her later years came
from her four grandsons. Known
affectionately as "Muv", she cultivated
special relationships with each of them,
always ready for new adventures. From
beach weeks to Disney trips, Maye's
enthusiasm for life and family never waned.
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Magic Cookie Bars are Magically Delicious!! @(

~ia
A
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Z -1___ , -'-.'-5, g» Ingredients
gy P ' %.‘ Y2 cup butter, melted
i 1 1/2 cups graham cracker crumbs
1 cup chopped walnuts
%4 cup butterscotch chips
% cup semisweet chocolate chips

1 % cups flaked coconut

1 7 cups sweetened condensed
milk

Directions

1. Preheat the oven to 350

2. Pour melted butter into a 9X13 pan. Sprinkle
graham cracker crumbs evenly over the top.
Place chopped nuts over crumbs, then
chocolate and butterscoteh chips. Add flaked
coconut, then pour condensed milk evenly over
the top.

3. Bake in the preheated oven until lightly browned
on top (25 — 30 minutes). Cool for at least 20
minutes before cutting into 24 bars.

11
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We Three Kings of Orient Are @

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea
in the days of Herod the king, behold,
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem saying,
“Where is He who has been born King of the Jews?
For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.”

12
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Shining the Light of Christmas in the Darkness @

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the
poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to
set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.”

Luke 4:18-19 (ESV)

The mission field before us is vast, with nearly 51-thousand people incarcerated in Georgia,
not to mention the families of the incarcerated. Those living behind bars live in a world defined
by isolation, anger, violence, and despair: a darkness that seems impenetrable. Their loved
ones experience many of the same emotions.

Yet, we know the truth. The light of Christ shines brightest in the darkness.

Kairos Prison Ministry brings this light into prisons, and to the families of the incarcerated,
through love, grace, and forgiveness. We share the good news that every person is valued,
loved, and redeemable through God’s grace. When the Spirit moves, even a single
transformed life (a gang leader, a person of influence) can shift the very culture of a prison,
replacing violence and hopelessness with peace and purpose. And the same thing happens
for the women who are able to attend weekends on the outside.

This work is not just about sharing words; it's about creating lasting change. Kairos
participants who engage in continuing ministry experience lower recidivism rates; 10%
compared to 23.4% for non-participants. This reduction represents not only saved lives but
safer communities and restored families. One by one, God rebuilds what was broken, bringing
healing that echoes beyond the prison walls.

13
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Shining the Light of Christ in the Darkness @

This reduction represents not only saved lives but safer communities and restored families.
One by one, God rebuilds what was broken, bringing healing that echoes beyond the prison
walls.

As we prepare to serve in 2025, let us take inspiration from Isaiah’s prophetic words fulfilled in
Christ. We are called to bring liberty to the captives; liberty from despair, sin, and the chains of
their past. Through our presence, through Kairos Inside, Kairos Torch and Kairos Outside, we
declare the favor of the Lord over each life we encounter.

This mission requires boldness, compassion, and perseverance. When we step into a prison,
we are stepping onto the frontlines of a spiritual battle. Yet, God equips and anoints us for the
task. Just as Jesus stepped into brokenness to bring healing, so we are sent into prisons to be
His hands and feet.

As we prepare for 2025, consider how God is calling us to be a vessel of His light and love in
20257 What steps can we take to prepare spiritually for this ministry? How can we encourage
others to join this life-changing mission? Let us go forth with confidence, knowing that the light
of Christ cannot be overcome by darkness.

As we serve in 2025, may we be His instruments of transformation, bringing hope to the
forgotten and freedom to the oppressed. Together, we are part of a story of redemption that
only God can write.l leave you with a prayer for the new year. Heavenly Father, thank You for
the opportunity to serve in Kairos Prison Ministry. Empower us with Your Spirit to proclaim
liberty to the captives and hope to the hopeless.

May Your light shine through us, transforming hearts, families, and communities for Your glory.

Prepare us for the work ahead, and may we rely on Your strength every step of the way. In
Jesus’ name.

Arwv
Ann Mann, Clergy, Kairos of Georgia
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Silent night, Holy night

“To us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the
government shall be upon his shoulder,

and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”
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